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2016 PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Dear Members,

Welcome to the 2017 Annual General Meeting. | am pleased to report that 2016 has been a very
fruitful and significant year for our club. | must thank our supportive members and especially the
Management Committee members for their dedication and support throughout the year; without
their selfless donation of effort and time the many achievements would not have been possible:

e Kungfu master Tan Wenda and wife Cynthia’s passion and expertise in Chinese martial arts has
raised great interest from children members who, just after a few training sessions, could
showcase their wushu and lion dance skills at various events and festivals. In fact all Tan’s
students who competed in the last 2 Kungfu Wushu Championships have achieved gold/silver
medals in all the categories they entered. CCAT is proud to be sponsoring Tan’s Wushu & Lion
Dance team. Tan’s recent endeavour to train up a dragon dance troupe was very successful and
the team presented a magnificent performance at our Lunar New Year Festival!

e Dragon Boat Festival was celebrated at the clubhouse on 5 June attended by over 160 members
and friends including guests from Dragon Boat Tasmania and Master Wang’s Buddhist Academy.
Thanks to the catering team for cooking up a delicious buffet luncheon enjoyed by all.

e We continued to work closely with the Migrant Resource Centre whose Chinese Day centre
luncheon activities held at the CCAT clubhouse every Thursday have proved to be popular
among our senior members.

e The traditional Mid-Autumn Festival was celebrated at Grand Banquet Restaurant on 11
September. As usual, EIG (Island Market) continued to sponsor the moon cakes for all attendees
to enjoy. We have raised $841.00 from raffle ticket sales and the funds were donated to Tan
Wenda to support his young students’ trip to Sydney for the Oceania Wushu Championship.

e CCAT has a great interest in promoting Chinese language and culture and this year marks the
20th anniversary of our Community School - the Tasmania Chinese School which, under the
continuous leadership of Ms Kim Phong, offers Mandarin language classes from kindergarten to
adult level. 15 students from the School participated in the internationally recognised Chinese
Proficiency Test (HSK) Level 1-5 on 12 November 2016 and achieved excellent results with 3
attaining full marks.

e You might recall that back in 2013 our plans to renovate our clubhouse were put on hold due to
the rescindment of approved federal grant after change of Government. Great news as we can
now proceed to upgrade our clubhouse facilities, due to the hard work and smart planning of
our capable committee in particular Brian Chung, to successfully secure funding from each of
our applications:

1. $20,000 from the Australian Government Department of Infrastructure and Regional

Development’s Stronger Communities Programme
2. $48,400 from the Tasmanian Community Fund

So the coming months will be laborious for our honorary architect Mr Paul Lan and Brian who
has kindly offered to be the project manager. | believe our members are all looking forward to
experiencing much better facilities in the refurbished clubrooms before end of this year.
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e December was a busy month as we celebrated Christmas among members at the clubhouse on
the 4th followed by The Chinese School’s end of year graduation party on the 12" when
students showcased their achievements in front of proud parents and received awards and
prizes. On the 14" we were honoured and privileged to be a part of the dinner reception hosted
by Mr Zhao Jian , Consul General of the People’s Republic of China in Melbourne on his first
official visit to meet representatives of the Chinese community and student groups in Hobart.

e Our 5™ Lunar New Year Festival was successfully held on 29 January 2017, again at the
Parliament lawns where an estimated 7,500 people had enjoyed delicious food and wonderful
entertainments throughout the day. We are grateful for Festival Chairman James Lee’s
enthusiasm and full dedication, and collaborating efforts from our members and volunteers in
making this 2017 Festival such a huge success.

Our new initiatives including having a second stage in the children zone, TV screens around the
lawns, and hosting a group of clients from Hobart City Mission to enjoy the day's entertainment,
which received positive commendations. On top of significant publicity through the local media,
our Festival this year has gained additional exposure through TVB Australia on their national
Chinese TV network, and also by way of the “One World One Greeting” video through the
University students’ social media network.

We were pleased to see our event actively supported by many other community groups and
government officials and were honoured to have Speaker of the House of Assembly Hon Elise
Archer MP representing the Premier, Lord Mayor Ald Sue Hickey and Master Wang to officiate
at the opening ceremony. We must thank all our sponsors including the State Government and
the City of Hobart for the continued support which is much needed for CCAT to stage this highly
recognized annual event.

e The popularity of our traditional Chinese New Year Dinner at Me Wah Restaurant has outgrown
the restaurant’s capacity leading us to have to move to a much bigger accommodating venue.
Thanks to our long term sponsor Wrest Point, the CCAT Chinese New Year dinner celebrating
the Year of the Rooster was successfully held at the Boardwalk Gallery on the 30" January and
attended by 240 members and guests.

The year ahead will be an exciting and challenging one and | would like to see more involvement
from members of the younger generation to implement CCAT’s aims and objectives and to forge
our key position in the multicultural society. | wish all our members and friends and the incoming
Committee of Management for 2017 a happy, healthy and prosperous Year of the Rooster!

Lily Chan
President
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